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Christmas Message on 
International Peace 


PoPE Pius XII 


MIDST the strife and tumult of varied world hap- 

penings, imperturbability of spirit is that real joy 
which resides in the power to withstand the storm 
through trust in God. We unite with Christ, Principal 
and Fount of every grief and joy. 

“Where others lose themselves, where the waters of 
affliction and desperation submerge souls in cruelty, 
those who trust in Christ can do everything and, in 
harmony with order and the justification and mag- 
nificence of God, rise above the disorders and storms 
of the world with equal courage and order. 


WaAR TRAGIC REALITY 


The indescribable disaster of war, which Pope Pius 
XI, with profound and extreme regret, foresaw and 
with the indomitable energy of his noble and most high 
spirit wished by all means to avert, has broken out and 
is now a tragic reality. 

Before this tremendous war, an immense bitter- 
ness overcomes our souls, sad and troubled that this 
holy Feast of Christmas, this Feast of the Prince of 
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Peace, must be celebrated to the funereal roar of can- 
non and under terror of flying war missiles, in the 
midst of menaces and dangers of armed navies. 

It seems that the world has forgotten Christ’s mes- 
sage of peace—the voice of reason. We of the Chris- 
tian brotherhood have been obliged to see a series of 
irreconcilable acts, irreconcilable both in regard to 
internationa! rights and to principles of national rights 
and to the most elemental sentiments of humanity, 
acts which show in what chaotic and vicious circles 
has the sense of justice been deviated from useful con- 
sideration. 

In this category are premeditated aggressions 
against a small, laborious and peaceful people on the 
pretext of a threat which neither exists, nor is de- 
sired, nor is possible. 

Atrocities and illegal use of means of destruction 
even against non-combatants, refugees, old people, 
women and children and disregard of human dignity, 
liberty and life are acts which cry for the vengeance 
of God—as does ever more extensive and methodical 
anti-Christian and even atheistic propaganda, mostly 
among young people. 


PRESERVATION OF CHURCH 


To preserve the Church and her mission among 
men from every contact with such anti-Christian spirit 
is Our duty and this is also Our sacred and intimate 
wish as the Father and Teacher of the Faith. 

With anguished worry We are forced to contem- 
plate the accumulating spiritual ruin before Us—ac- 
cumulating because of confusion of ideas which, more 
or less voluntarily, shades and distorts truth in the 
souls of many people, whether they be involved in war 
,or not. 

We, therefore, must regard with alarm the tremen- 
dous amount of work that will be necessary when a 
world tired of fighting wishes to restore peace—to 
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break down the walls of aversion and hatred which 
have been built up in the heat of the strife. 

Aware of the excesses to which that way of life 
leads, and of the political doctrines and acts which 
ignore the laws of God, when the disputes became 
critical We attempted, as you know, with every en- 
deavor and to the last moment, to prevent the worst 
and to persuade men in whose hands power lay and 
whose shoulders bore the grave responsibility, to ab- 
stain from armed conflict and so to save the world 
from incalculable disaster. 

These efforts, and those coming from other influen- 
tial and respected sources, failed to produce the hoped- 
for effect, chiefly because of deep and apparently ir- 
removable distrust—distrust which had grown in re- 
cent years and which had raised insurmountable spir- 
itual barriers. 


LIGHTENING OF BURDENS 


The problems were not unsolvable, but this distrust, 
originating in a series of particular circumstances, 
stood in the way with almost irresistible force and to 
such an extent that there no longer was hope for prom- 
ises made or for the maintenance of possible amicable 
conventions. 

Finally, every effort to promote a peaceful solution 
became hopeless. There was nothing left but to try 
to lighten the burdens of war, although the effort to 
bring Christian charity to regions where the most 
urgent need of it would be felt was obstructed by diffi- 
culties not yet overcome. 

With indescribable anguish, We watched this war 
initiated and proceeding in such unusual circumstances. 

If up to now—excepting the bloodstained soil of 
Poland and Finland—the number of victims may be 
considered fewer than was feared, the total sorrows 
and sacrifices have reached such a point as to inspire 
great anxiety in those concerned with the future eco- 
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nomic, social and spiritual condition of Europe, and not 
of Europe alone. 


EXHAUSTED ECONOMY 


The more the war monster strives for, swallows 
and allots itself material means which are placed in- 
exorably at the service of war needs—mounting from 
hour to hour—the more acute becomes the danger, for 
nations directly or indirectly struck by the conflict, of 
what We might call pernicious anemia, and they are 
faced with the pressing question: “How can exhausted 
or weakened economy, at the end of the war, find means 
for economic and social reconstruction among diffi- 
culties which will be enormously increased, and of 
which the forces and artifices of disorder, lying in 
wait, will seek to make use in the hope of giving the 
final blow to Christian Europe?” 

Such consideration of the present and future must 
cause much concern to the leaders and sane members 
of every people, even in the fever of the war, and cause 
them to examine the effects and reflect on the aims and 
justifiable ends of war. 

We believe those who with watchful eyes consider 
these serious potentialities and the possibility of such 
an evolution of events will, notwithstanding war and 
its horrible accompaniments, hold themselves wholly 
prepared to define clearly, so far as they themselves 
are concerned, the fundamental points of a just and 
honorable peace at the opportune moment; and that 
they would not flatly reject opportunity for negotia- 
tions, whenever the occasion presents itself, with the 
necessary guarantees and security. 
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HONORABLE PEACE 8 


First. The Fundamental condition of a just and e} 
honorable peace is to assure the right to life and inde- li 
pendence of all nations, large, small, strong, or weak. 
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One nation’s will to live must never be tantamount to 
a death sentence for another. When this equality of 
rights has been destroyed, injured or imperiled, jurid- 
ical order requires reparation whose measure and ex- 
tent are not determined by the sword or selfish, arbi- 
trary judgment, but by the standards of justice and 
reciprocal equity. 

Second. That order, reestablished in such a man- 
ner, may be tranquil and durable—the cardinal prin- 
ciples of true peace—nations must be liberated from 
the heavy slavery of armaments and the danger that 
material force, instead of serving to protect rights, be- 
come the tyrannical violator of them. 


Conclusions of peace which failed to attribute fun- 
damental importance to disarmament, mutually ac- 
cepted, organic and progressive both in letter and spirit, 
and failed to carry out this disarmament loyally, would 
sooner or later reveal their inconsistency and lack of 
vitality. 

Third. Any reorganization of international neigh- 
borliness should conform with the maximum of human 
wisdom for all parties concerned to remove the conse- 
quences of past lapses or deficiencies. And, in creat- 
ing or reconstructing international institutions which 
have a mission so high but at the same time difficult 
and full of serious responsibilities, account should be 
taken of experiences which arose from the inefficacy 
or defective functioning of similar previous projects. 


INSTRUMENTS TO REVISE TREATIES 


And, since it is so difficult—one would be tempted 
to say almost impossible—for human weakness to fore- 
see everything and assure everything at the time of 
drafting of peace treaties—when it is difficult to be 
entirely free from passions and bitterness—the estab- 
lishment of juridical institutions which would serve to 
guarantee the loyal and faithful carrying out of terms 
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and, in case of recognized need, the revising and cor- 
recting of them, is of decisive importance for honorable 
acceptance of a peace treaty and to avoid arbitrary 
unilateral ruptures and interpretations of treaty terms. 

Fourth. A point which should be given particular 
attention if better arrangement of Eurcpe is sought, 
concerns the real needs and just demands of nations 
and peoples as well as of ethnical minorities; demands 
which, if not always sufficient to form a strict right 
when there are recognized or confirmed treaties or 
other juridical documents which oppose them, deserve 
at all events benevolent examination to meet them in a 
peaceful way and, where it appears necessary, by 
means of equitable, wise and unanimous revision of 
treaties. 

Once true equilibrium among nations is thus brought 
back and the basis of mutual trust is reestablished, 
many of the incentives to resort to violence would be 
removed. 


THIRST FOR JUSTICE 


Fifth. But even better and more complete settle- 
ments will be imperfect and condemned to ultimate 
failure, if those who guide the destinies of peoples, and 
the peoples themselves, refuse to permit themselves to 
be penetrated ever more by that spirit which alone can 
give living authority and obligation to the dead letter 
of articles in international agreements—by that spirit, 
namely, of intimate, acute responsibility that measures 
and weighs human statutes according to the holy, un- 
shakeable rules of Divine Law; by that hunger and 
thirst for justice which is proclaimed in the Beatitudes 
in the Sermon on the Mount, and which has, as a natural 
presupposition, moral justice; by that universal love 
which is the compendium and most comprehensive term 
or Christian ideal, and therefore offers a way also for 
those who have not the benefit of participating in our 
own Faith. 
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We do not fail to recognize the grave difficulties 
which interpose themselves against the accomplish- 
ment of the aims which We have outlined in a desire to 
lay foundations for, to put into effect and to preserve, 
a just international peace. 

But if ever there were an aim worthy of the con- 
course of noble, generous spirits; if ever there arose 
a spiritual crusade which with new truth sounded the 
cry, “God wills it,” it is truly that high aim and this 
crusade—to lead peoples back from the muddy gulf of 
material and selfish interest to the living fountain of 
Divine Law, which alone is powerful and gives that 
morality, nobility and stability of which a lack has been 
felt far too long, and which is gravely needed to repair 
the damage done to most nations, to humanity and to 
those ideals which are at the same time the real ends of 
peace based on justice and love. 


MAJESTY OF JUSTICE 


We wait for and hope that all those who are united 
to Us by the bond of Faith, each at his post within 
the limits of his mission, will keep both mind and heart 
open, so that, when the hurricane of war ceases and 
is dispersed, there will rise up in every nation and 
among all peoples far-sighted and pure spirits, ani- 
mated by courage, who will know how and will be able 
to confront the dark instinct of vile vengeance with 
the severe and noble majesty of justice—the sister of 
love and companion of all truth and wisdom. 

Of this peace, which alone can create and assure 
peace, We and those who are listening to Us know 
where to find a sublime example, intimate impulse and 
sure promise. 

Let us go to Bethlehem. There we find lying in the 
manger the newborn Son of Justice, and by His side 
the Virgin Mary, the Mirror of Justice and the Queen 
of Peace, with her holy guardian, Joseph, a just man. 











8 MESSAGE ON INTERNATIONAL PEACE 





Jesus is the awaited of Gentiles. The Prophets called 
Him this and sang His future triumphs. 

When this Heavenly Child was born, another prince 
of peace reigned on the banks of the Tiber and had, 
with solemn ceremonies, dedicated an Ara Pacis Augus- 
tae, whose wonderful but broken remains, buried un- 
der the ruins of Rome, have been resurrected in our 
own days. 

On that altar Augustus made sacrifices to gods who 
do not save. It is permissible, however, to think that 
the true God and eternal Prince of Peace, Who a few 
years later descended among men, heard the petition 
of that time for peace and that the Augustan peace 
anticipated that supernatural peace which only He can 
give and which every true earthly peace must include. 

That supernatural peace is gained not with steel, 
but with the wood of the cradle of this Infant Saviour 
and with the wood of His future Cross of Death, 
stained with His Blood—not the blood of hate or 
rancor, but that of love and pardon. 


PRAYER AT BETHLEHEM 


Let us go then to Bethlehem, to the grotto where 
the newborn King of Peace is heralded by a choir of 
Angels, and, kneeling before Him in the name of this 
troubled and upset humanity—in the name of number- 
less legions without distinction of race or nation who 
are bleeding or dying or plunged into tears and misery 
or have lost their country—let us direct to Him our 
invitation to peace and good will, for aid and salva- 
tion, with the words which the Church puts on the lips 
of its sons in these days in which it prays God to save 
all mankind. 

While in this prayer We express Our insatiable de- 
sire for peace in the Spirit of Christ, Mediator of peace 
between Heaven and earth, and warmly exhort all 
faithful Christians to join with Us in their prayers 
and sacrifices, We impart to you, Venerable Brethren, 
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and to all whom you have in your hearts, to all men of 
good will, especially all sufferers, anguished, perse- 
cuted, imprisoned and oppressed, of every region and 
every country, with an unchanging affection and as 
token of grace and consolation and celestial comfort, 
Our Apostolic Benediction. 


Exhortation to Priests and 
Clerics Who Have Joined 
Armed Forces 


PoPE Pius XII 


Following is the full text of the Apostolic Exhortation of His 

Holiness Pope Pius XII addressed to priests and clerics who 

have been called upon to serve in the armed forces of nations. 
N. C. W. C. News Service. 


f gunn the poignant anxieties that weigh upon Our 
mind owing to the raging of a war which We tried 
by every means, though in vain, to avert, We are in a 
spécial way. affected by the painful situation, which 
has forcibly and suddenly removed you, beloved priests 
and clerics, far from your field of work for souls or 
from the quiet of your studies and set you down in a 
new world of camp and battles. 

Not accustomed to the life that you now lead, you 
are suddenly put to serve in barracks, in hospitals, in 
first-aid stations and even in the firing-line itself,— 
some of you as chaplains, others (and these the ma- 
jority) to perform tasks far different from those to 
which your vocation has called you. 


EFFORTS ARE PRECIOUS 


The Military Vicars or Chief Chaplains follow you 
in your present life with vigilance and care; and We 
are reassured of their immediate and paternal assist- 
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ance because of a splendid organization untiring, ener- 
getic, alert and prudent. Their efforts are precious in 
every way and not least in the sacrifices they involve; 
and inspired as they are with a very deep sense of 
duty, are crowned in every country with the greatest 
success. It is Our wish, while We bring their work to 
your notice and assure you of the confidence We place 
in it, to recommend it at the same time to your grati- 
tude and to that spirit of willing docility on your part, 
that is a necessary condition for it to be effective. 

Moreover, that you may not be without those spirit- 
ual helps that you have need of, both for yourselves 
and for your work for souls, it is Our intention to 
grant to all the Military Vicars or Chief Chaplains of 
those nations or districts where the state of war or 
mobilization now exists or shall come to exist—without 
prejudice to the ordinary powers already granted— 
new and extraordinary powers that will be an indica- 
tion to you of the loving care with which We, in Our 
paternal solicitude, follow you in your difficulties and 
trials. 

But the task of active assistance confided by us to 
the Military Vicars or Chief Chaplains does not dis- 
pense Us from approaching you directly to open to you 
Our mind and to exhort you, in the extraordinary cir- 
cumstances in which you are placed, to give attentive 
consideration to the duties imposed on you by your new 
conditions of life, that you may fulfil them without re- 
serve in the spirit of your vocation. 


COUNSELS SAME SPIRIT 


However you may have changed your dress, the 
spirit that is in you should not be changed. This 
should go with you in the midst of arms no less than in 
the exercise of your priesthood. He, who today per- 
mits that you be far from your accustomed habits of 
study and work, is the same heavenly Father who 
called you to the altar. He called you, remember, not to 
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make of you simply and solely ministers of liturgical 
worship—the Catholic priesthood is not limited to this 
alone,—but to have in you as well ministers of the 
Word, propagators of the gospel, living representa- 
tives of His Christ, to bear a knowledge of Him to all, 
excite in all the desire for Him and in all kindle love of 
Him. Yours is the plan and aim of Saint Paul, who 
boasted of not knowing anyone else, nor of carrying 
anything else to the nations, but Christ and Him cruci- 
fied. Christ he carried by his life not less than by his 
word, in every place, in every circumstance, in private 
and in public, under the free winds of heaven as in the 
bondage of chains: and so, from that very prison 
where he received all who came to him and freely 
preached the kingdom of God, he could write to the 
Philippians: “Now, brethren, I desire you should know 
that the things that have happened to me have fallen 
out rather to the furtherance of the gospel” (Philip. 
i, 12). 

Today God has permitted that you leave your 
ordinary occupations and come into contact with men 
of every type, differing widely in their education, their 
way of life, their culture, their faith; men often far 
from God, ignorant of Jesus Christ and of His gospel; 
men lacking in religious perception, whose interests 
are centered in anything but in their souls and the 
things that relate to their eternal salvation. The very 
men, who were often reluctant to approach you to re- 
ceive from you the word of salvation and with it the 
grace of Jesus Our Redeemer, God brings now to your 
side, by sending you among them, making you their 
companions in labors, in dangers and in sacrifices of 
every kind. 

Know how to make the best of an opportunity that 
will pass. Do not judge the circumstances, from which 
the present bitter situation has arisen, from a limited 
and merely human standpoint. But recognize in them 
the ever-loving Will of the Heavenly Father, Who can 
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bring good out of evil, and Who from the occasion of 
your being called to arms wishes, even in the midst of 
so much ruin, to draw souls to salvation, leading them 
back by means of you to the paths of faith and good 
Christian life. There is nothing that cannot prove 
useful to you in this new apostolate; and the more 
priestly zeal one has, the more readily will one find at 
every turn suitable means and opportunities for good. 


MEN OF DUTY 


But first and foremost, it is you yourselves, your 
own person We mean, who in the midst of arms should 
be the living apostolate of Christ. And that you will 
be, even without the use of words, if you do honor to 
your vocation above all by an exemplary fidelity to 
your new duties and by a thoroughly blameless con- 
duct. The words that Saint Paul addressed to the 
Philippians, exhorting them to honor their faith in the 
pagan environment in which they lived, We therefore 
repeat to you: “Let your conversation be worthy of the 
gospel of Christ” (Philip. i, 27); and with him We 
add: “And do all things without murmurings and hesi- 
tations, that you may be blameless and sincere children 
of God, without reproof, in the midst of a crooked 
and perverse generation, among whom you shine as 
lights in the world” (Philip. ii, 14). Let there be seen 
in you at all times the minister of God. This character 
of yours ought to make of you men of duty, models of 
obedience to authority without prejudice to the law of 
God and of readiness for sacrifice; but it ought not, 
nay it cannot, in any way or for any reason whatso- 
ever, let you yield to any of the frivolous, corrupt or 
blameworthy influences that may be found in your 
environment. 

In the field of morals your conduct should be es- 
pecially strict, without compromise, concession or 
weakness, that it may be at once an exhortation and an 
example. The strictness, which is the fitting accom- 
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paniment of that meekness of heart by which you 
should make yourselves all things to all men to win 
all to Christ, and which besides, is entirely in ac- 
cordance with the strict discipline of the soldier, is the 
real source of courage; and of courage you should be 
masters, asserting with a calm freedom and inde- 
pendence, no matter what the circumstances, your 
priestly character of your vocation to the priesthood. 

Though the spirit of the gospel is a spirit of liberty, 
and permits you to make yourselves, like the Apostle, 
“being free as to all, the servant of all that you might 
gain the more” (cf. I Cor., ix, 19), at the same time 
it will often be necessary for you to recall the same 
Apostle’s salutary words, words full of deep wisdom, 
as the standard of your conduct: “all things are law- 
ful to me, but all things are not expedient; all things 
are lawful for me, but all things do not edify” (I Cor., 
x, 22, 28). 


INFLUENCE WILL BE SALUTARY 


In this way you will exercise on those about you a 
salutary influence; and in the secret places of men’s 
hearts you will sow, consciously or not more or less 
of that good seed, of which Jesus Christ has said that, 
on whatever ground it is cast, it takes root and grows 
without further care on the part of the sower (cf. 
Mark iv, 26 sqq.). 

Thus you will be conscious of not having betrayed 
your mission and of having borne good witness to Jesus 
Christ, your Divine Master, in the midst of the most 
varied society that it is possible to conceive in this 
world. By means of you every social class, every pro- 
fession liberal or industrial, men of every sort or cul- 
ture, of every type of mentality, will have heard yet 
once more through the roar of cannon the gospel mes- 
sage of redemption; and to your account there will not 
be laid the sin of making your companions in arms 
think that, in the lives of Christ’s followers and their 
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leaders practice does not square with preaching. You 
will have won for the Church respect and sympathy, 
and the personal friendships that you form in the 
worthy exercise of your military duties will be easily 
turned into conquests of souls, or at least will open the 
way to such conquests. 


But do not lose sight of the warning given by the 
Apostle to the Faithful in those glorious days when 
the Church was on its way, the way indeed of suffer- 
ing, to its triumph: “Be not overcome by evil, but 
overcome evil by good” (Rom., xii, 21). 


You see, most dear sons, what a vast field for good 
Divine Providence opens up to your zeal by that very 
act which seems to withdraw you from your holy 
ministry or from the immediate preparation for it. It 
is a mission that ought to fill every sincere heart of 
priest or levite with joy, and at least diminish, if not 
altogether take away the pain of the sacrifices that the 
exceptional conditions of today impose on them. Be- 
sides is it not by sacrifice that our actions as well as 
our teaching become fruitful? And is it not by suffer- 
ing, yes even more than by labor, that we bear witness 
to the Truth? 


EXPERIENCE PROFITABLE 


Think, too, of your own personal profit, your spirit- 
ual profit We mean. What experience helpful to your 
own improvement you will gain from contact with men 
and events in the course of the varied and painful 
vicissitudes of your military service! It will be pre- 
cisely that kind of experience which will give maturity 
to your virtues and hence also to your apostolate. 
There will be no loss of time for you as priests, because 
of what seems to be nothing else than an isolated and 
harmful episode in your lives; no loss, indeed, if you 
will be wise and will walk under the eyes of God, not 
losing hold of His blessed Hand, which, though it lead 
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you by rugged paths, would guide you to the good and 
to the heights. 

To walk, however, beneath the eyes of God and not 
to lose hold of His Hand means, as well you know, to 
cherish fervently Christian piety, by which alone you 
can maintain a lofty spirit and a heart afflame with the 
desire of the Good. That this is possible even in the 
midst of arms, you can deduce, even apart from fur- 
ther proof, from a consideration of the examples of 
evangelical piety that the world of arms itself has 
given in the persons of so many noble Christians and 
saints. In circumstances not unlike yours, they man- 
aged to live in God and by God, dominated, as they 
were, by this central idea rooted in their hearts: the 
accomplishment in all their tasks of the will of God. 
To see the will of God always, in everything and every- 
where and, in spite of the repugnances of nature, to 
accept it—that is what you must strive for daily, the 
short road, easy and safe, to that piety which in the 
midst of the present dangers is as much the bulwark 
of your priestly vocation, as throughout the whole 
course of your life it ought to be the unfailing fount of 
strength and power of all your enterprises. 

But in order that the remembrance of this divine 
will be in you habitual and alive, it is necessary— 
and who can doubt it?—that the spirit of prayer, far 
from growing faint by reason of the obstacles opposed 
to it by your new duties, burn in your hearts more 
than ever before and be assiduously nourished, not 
only by the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass that you offer 
or by fervent participation in the Table of the Strong, 
but also by everything else that the constant experi- 
ence of the Faithful, under the impulse of the Spirit of 
God, has proved to be particularly efficacious to protect 
the soul from evil and to stimulate it to virtue and per- 
fection. There is hardly a situation in the life of the 
Christian, and above all in that of the priest, so diffi- 
cult that it can deprive the willing soul of the possi- 
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bility of daily recollection, by which it is brought back 
upon itself, in pious meditation, in sincere examina- 
tion of conscience, in fervent acts of adoration at the 
feet of the Master Whom we serve and Who, from His 
Tabernacles, so often deserted, is ever waiting to en- 
lighten with His word and strengthen with His grace. 


WILL HONOR PRIESTHOOD 


Renew your strength then, most dear sons, as much 
as you possibly can, from this piety. If this accom- 
panies you in the arduous trial to which Our Lord calls 
you, you will pass through it with advantage to your 
own souls and with abundant fruit for the souls of your 
brethren, to whom there is nothing that the minister 
of the gospel should not, by his toil and suffering, be 
ready to give. 

You will, in the eyes of the world which today looks 
on you with a particular interest, have done honor to 
the Catholic priesthood and to the Church whose re- 
sponsibility in large measure you bear. You will have 
deserved well of your native land itself, for, in this 
hour which is so fraught with perils for its fortunes, 
by your example you will have strengthened its sons 
and, by your efficacious efforts to bring tranquillity to 
their souls, will have upheld their courage and in- 
creased their effectiveness. Wives and mothers will 
rival each other in blessing you, because your charity 
will, in a thousand ways, have consoled them in the 
persons of their dear ones. You will, too, be rewarded 
by the approval of your own consciences, which will 
bear you witness that even under present conditions 
your priesthood suffered no loss but rather gained in 
the deepening of its spirit, its promptness in action 
and its readiness for sacrifice. And above all—and 
this is a prize surpassing every human reward—with 
a humble and joyous heart, you will hear in notes in- 
stinct with Infallible Truth, an anticipation, as it 
were, of the eulogy of your supreme leader, Christ, 
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the gospel promise: “Every one therefore that shall 
confess me before men, I will also confess him before 
my Father Who is in heaven” (Matt. x, 32). 

In the firm hope that all this may be verified in you, 
We are with you, most dear sons, in Our paternal 
prayers for your bodily safety, your escape from dan- 
ger, your spiritual progress. And while We beseech 
the Lord that He shorten for you, and for all others, 
the day of trial and, with peace restored to the world, 
that He restore you to your peaceful abodes of pas- 
toral work or of the training that leads to it, as a 
pledge of Our paternal good will and a source of 
strength, We send you from Our heart Our Apostolic 
Benediction. 


The Popes and Peace 


ANDREW FORBES 
Reprinted from The Catholic Times. 


OPE PIUS X died of a broken heart in the -first 

month of a world war which he had made every 
effort to prevent. “I bless only peace,” was his sad 
reply to the Austrian Emperor who asked for a bless- 
ing on the Imperial forces. The Papal Nuncio at 
Vienna had been refused access to that same Emperor 
when there was still time for hostilities to be averted. 

Not even today, when the peoples of the world know 
only too well the consequences of war, do they realize 
that the cry for peace which has never ceased to echo 
from the Vatican is inspired by a penetrating knowl- 
edge of the causes of conflict and by a purely spiritual 
conception of the nature of peace. 

The Encyclicals on diverse subjects, from Rerum 
Novarum to Divini Redemptoris, are all of the same 
texture, warning the world that war is the result of 
manifold injustices which spring from man’s revolt 
against God. 
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As early as 1914, Benedict XV declared that it was 
owing to the neglect of fundamental Christian pre- 
cepts that “the peace and stability of institutions, the 
very foundations of States,” had begun to be shaken— 
already he put his finger on moral causes, describing 
the war as the crisis of regimes that it has since proved 
to be. “Thus,” he continued, “we see the absence from 
the relation of men of mutual love with their fellow 
men; the authority of rulers is held in contempt; in- 
justice reigns in the relations between the classes of 
society ; the striving for transient and perishable things 
is so keen that men have lost sight of the other and 
more worthy goods they have to obtain.” 

“There is no peace of Christ save in the reign of 
Christ,” Pius XI was to write in his first Encyclical, 
Ubi Arcano Dei, under the uneasy Peace of Versailles, 
“and there is no surer way of seeking to establish peace 
than by installing the reign of Christ.” And Pius XII, 
whose reign is dedicated to Peace through Justice, 
cried out at once for “that serene and harmonious 
‘tranquillity in order’ which constitutes true peace!... 
How can there be complete and true peace when even 
the children of the same country often forget their 
common origin and their common country and are so 
widely separated by fierce and implacable struggles of 
parties and interests?” 

But if the Holy See has always pierced through the 
quarrels of the moment to the underlying causes from 
which they spring nevertheless its efforts in any par- 
ticular crisis are apposite and practical. They are not 
invariably published to the world: if published, they 
are invariably misrepresented. Twice Benedict XV 
made an impassioned general appeal to the belligerent 
Powers to lay down their arms and have recourse to 
arbitration. His pleas were unheeded, for propaganda 
on both sides made him out to be the supporter of the 
enemy. 

Among the Allies and in the Central Powers there 
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were powerful forces bent either upon refusing peace 
or upon refusing to the Pope any voice in the settle- 
ment—they are at work in different guise today. 

Pope Benedict, after 1917, could urge peace only 
in general terms (though his envoy, Monsignor Ratti, 
sounded the Berlin Government again when on his way 
to Warsaw) and bless the conference from which he 
was excluded by the decision of the Entente. But his 
protests and activities had been unfailing, whether 
they concerned the deportation of Belgian workers, 
the bombing of open towns, the sinking of unarmed 
ships or the policy of reprisals. His depots were opened 
in Switzerland for the exchange of prisoners and in- 
terned civilians. Sanatoria, libraries and technical 
schools were established. Peter’s Pence collections no 
sooner came into the Vatican than they were distrib- 
uted again for the relief of populations in distress. 

At the end of it all the most tragic of modern Popes 
confessed that mankind was continuing along the road 
to destruction. With foresight he declared in 1920, in 
the Encyclical, Pacem Dei munus, that “the joy of Our 
paternal heart is disturbed by many bitter anxieties; 
for if in most places peace is in some sort established 
and treaties are signed, the germs of former enmities 
remain; and there can be no stable peace or lasting 
treaties, though made after long and difficult negotia- 
tions and duly signed, unless there be a return of 
mutual charity to appease hate and banish enmity.” 

Pius XI repeated the charge in the first of his En- 
cyclicals, asserting that peace was still far off, for “it 
is written in public documents not in the hearts of 
men, and the spirit of war reigns there still.” “First 
of all,” he wrote, “it is necessary to bring peace into 
the hearts of men: no mere outward show of peace 
will serve: a peace is needed which goes right into and 
tranquilizes hearts, bringing about mutual kindliness 
and love. Of this kind there is none other than the 
peace of Christ.” 
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In that Encyclical Pope Pius laid down the policy 
of his pontificate, making the claims which the world 
rejects to its peril for the Kingdom of Christ in the 
minds and hearts of individuals, in the family, in civil 
society, and in the Church. “When States and Peoples 
shall hold it as their sacred solemn duty, in home and 
foreign affairs, to obey the precepts and teachings of 
Jesus Christ, then at length they will enjoy good peace 
among themselves, there will be mutual trust, and they 
will be able to settle peacefully any controversies that 
may arise.” And, asserting that the Church was the 
one institution able to sanctify the Law of Nations, he 
made the claim of which his pontificate was a demon- 
stration, that the Church “was not overcome by the 
storms of war but rather marvelously strengthened.” 

The reign of Pius XI was one of great battle for 
and against the Kingdom of Christ; he knew no more 
peace than Benedict XV. But like him he was active 
in peace attempts—to mention only his intervention at 
the Genoa Conference and his representations to 
Mustapha Kemal for peace in the Near East. In other 
ways also he carried out a far-reaching policy for the 
pacification of hearts—by the Lateran Treaties with 
Italy and by all-embracing efforts for Reunion. The 
war was carried into the camp of the Kingdom of 
Christ by the persecutions in Russia, Mexico and 
Spain, by the spiritual and physical devastation of the 
Great Depression, by the Kulturkampf in Germany, 
and by the world’s feverish race to re-arm. During 
that world-conflict the desire for peace became the 
dominant note of Papal utterances—to be exceeded in 
intensity, if possible, only by the declarations of Pius 
XII—and if we could afford to quote it would be from 
his allocution of December 24, 1930, where he linked 
peace at once with justice and with mercy in words 
which are among the noblest utterances of our time. 
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